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CHAPTER III  
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY  
This chapter discusses the design of research methodology of this study. This chapter 
covers research design, research site and respondent, data collection, reliability and validity, 
procedure of study and data analysis. This study aims to investigate teacher preparations in 
utilizing media and how teacher utilizes instructional media to teach English to young learner 
in his classroom.  
 
3.1 Research Design 
To find out the process of how teacher utilized the instructional media, from the preparation 
until the problems that he encountered and how teacher dealt with it, this study used case study 
method. Because it captured the real situation of elementary schools regarding the use of media. 
Yin (2003: 4) argued that case study method is “preferred strategy when ‘how’ or why questions 
are being posed, when investigator has little control over events and when the focus is on a 
contemporary phenomenon within some real-life context”. 
To be more specific, descriptive case study was employed in this study. According to Case 
Study Module, descriptive case study is a type of case study which was used to present a complete 
portray of one case. Moreover, qualitative method was employed to portray data which were used 
to gained by three techniques in collecting data which covered by observation, interview and 
documents. After collecting the data, those data were analyzed to answer the research questions.  
3.2 Research Site and Respondent 
The study was conducted in one elementary school in Bandung. The location of the school was 
at suburban area. The school had A for school accreditation level. The school had 12 classes, which 
facilitated grade 1 until grade 6 to learn and according to the teacher, the buildings was renovated 
this year. The condition of the school was not really different with some elementary schools in 
Bandung. The size of the classrooms were not inadequate, some of the classrooms were bigger 
than other.  
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 Inside the classrooms, there were a big whiteboard in front of the class and a notice board on 
other side of the wall. Each classroom had a cupboard which was fulfilled by unused books. 
Mostly, each classroom had 20 tables with 40 chairs for 40 students. In the classroom that the 
teacher taught, there were 37 students. Although in the interview the teacher stated that the school 
had projectors, there was no provided projector in the classroom. The white board was the only 
instructional media in the classroom. There was also no picture or poster on the classroom wall 
which could be utilized as media in the classroom.  
Respondent of this study was a specialist teacher in the research site. According to Slattery & 
Willis (2009, p. 12) specialist teacher is a teacher who only teaches English in several classes.  The 
teacher was a male. Before graduating from English education in one private university in Bandung 
for years ago, he took management informatics but he never graduated due to financial matter.  He 
started to teach in Elementary school since 2006 as a class teacher. He used to be a computer 
teacher and English teacher, in 2008, he officially became a specialist teacher who taught English 
only. Teaching at this school was his first experience in teaching English to young learners 
formally. He had taught English in a course before, but he did not teach any longer in that course 
due to the time management. He preferred to teach at school because of career reason. He was still 
as honorary teacher and did not hold any position at school besides being an English teacher at the 
moment.  
3.3 Data Collection 
Due to the study which employed qualitative research, in gathering the data, this study 
employed three kinds of instruments: observation, documents and interview. Those multiple types 
of data are the varied nature of qualitative data which can help the writer to establish the 
complexity of the phenomenon (Creswell, 2008: 212). 
3.3.1 Observation 
 According to Frankael & Wallen (2012), to know how people act in a real situation, 
observation was the right method to find out about it. In this study, to get information about how 
teacher utilizes his instructional media in classroom, classroom observation was employed. In 
doing classroom observation, overt observation will be employed. Overt observation, according to 
Sugiyono (2012) was an observation which the respondent was told about the observation and the 
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teacher will be observing. It is used to avoid misunderstanding about what writer tries to search in 
this study with teacher’s view about the presence of writer in his classroom. In observing the 
classroom, writer employed non-respondent observation, where participating in the observation is 
a forbid act for the writer to get portray of real situation (Frankael & Wallen, 2012, p. 214) and 
took role as complete observer who “is probably least likely to affect the actions of the group being 
studied”.  
In doing the observation, writer employed one instrument which was used to facilitate the 
writer in observing the teacher, observation sheets. The observation sheets were used to find out 
the instructional media used by the teacher in teaching English in classroom and what the roles of 
the instructional media used by the teacher and how the teacher utilized the instructional media. 
The types of instructional media referenced to Harmer’s classification of instructional media (see 
chapter II) and the roles of the instructional media referenced to Gagne’s suggestions of the 
instructional media roles (see chapter II). 
The observations itself was taken three times of teaching learning process. The reason of taking 
three times of teaching learning process was the writer wanted to see the dynamic of the utilization 
instructional media used by the teacher. It was used to find the relation between teacher’s 
philosophy and how it related to instructional media used. All of the observation was conducted 
in sixth grade class. There were several reasons in choosing only one grade classes to be observed. 
First, it was because the teacher only taught formally in sixth grade. The school only provided one 
meeting a week for English subject and it was only for sixth grade. According to the teacher, this 
was happened due to curriculum changing which was happened this year in the school. In addition, 
the other grades, from second grade and fifth grade were not provided English as subject, it more 
became extracurricular at school. Due to several reasons, English as extracurricular at school did 
not run yet. 
Second, in the school there were some teachers who taught English, but most of them were not 
from English educational background. Most of them were class teachers who taught many subjects 
and English was not their background. The only English teacher which came from English 
educational background was only taught in sixth grade.  
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Last, it was because of limitation of time. If the writer observed the other grades, second grade 
until fifth grade, it would take a very long time because there was no certainty from the school 
when the teacher can teach English in those grades. 
3.3.2 Interview  
Another instrument which employed in this study is interview. Interview was a technique used 
to get deeper information from the respondent about respondent’s perspective of some issues 
which was being studied (Sugiyono, 2012). In interviewing respondent, one-one-one interview 
was employed. One-on-one interview was “a data collection process in which the writer asked 
questions to and recorded answers from only one respondent in the study” (Creswell, 2008, p. 
218). This was used to get the data quickly and allowed respondent to share the personal 
experiences and opinions in detail (Mc Intyre, 2012).  
There were two ways of interview, semi-structure interview and informal interview. Semi-
structure interview was categorized as in-depth interview (Sugiyono, 2012). This interview was 
employed due to its advantage to gain qualitative information (Laforest, 2009) from the teacher 
about his perception, in this case teacher’s personal philosophy and how it relates to the 
instructional media which he used (the reason why he chose the instructional media and his 
consideration about it). It was also used to get information about the problems that he faced while 
utilizing instructional media and how he solved it. 
The semi-structured interview itself was prepared to take about sixty-minutes. Laforest (2009) 
stated that “sixty-minute interviews are perfectly acceptable, to make sure that that neither the 
interviewer nor the respondent lose their concentration.” 
Another way of interview used in this study was informal interview. Informal interview was 
used to find out about teacher’s plan with instructional media he chose and the materials that he 
delivered in classroom. In addition it was used to check the information obtained from the 
observation, whether it was consistent or not with his plan. 
The semi-structured interview and informal interview were done in different time. Semi-
structured interview was conducted after three observations, while the informal interview was done 
before and after each observation. Both of the interviews were used Indonesian, it was purposed 
to make the teacher felt comfortable and he could say things that he wanted to, because using 
 Tanti Sukmahidayanti, 2015 
THE UTILIZATION OF INSTRUCTIONAL MEDIA IN TEACHING ENGLISH TO YOUNG LEARNERS  
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu | perpustakaan.upi.edu 
English in interview with the participant were a barrier to get the answers that the writer intended 
to get. Furthermore, some the processes were written down in notes and some interview processes 
were recorded by the researcher then the recordings were transcribed.  
In doing the interview, there were questions that were asked to the teacher. Some of the 
questions were adopted and some were made by the writer. However, because of the in-depth 
interview, those questions could be developed as many as needed.  
List of questions of semi-structured interview were: 
1. What preparation does the teacher do before class? 
2. Does the teacher spend special time to prepare instructional media for each materials/ 
meeting? 
3. What are teacher’s considerations in choosing the mostly used by the teacher? 
4. Is the instructional media important to achieve the learning objectives? 
5. How do your students’ characteristics influence your preparation in designing or selecting 
instructional media? 
6. What kinds of the media provided by the school? 
7. Why does the teacher use the instructional media? 
8. Does the mostly use the teacher use the instructional media provided by school or teacher-
made? 
9. Does the teacher have any problem in designing and selecting the instructional media?  
10. What are problems faced by the teacher in utilizing media? 
11. How does the teacher solve those problems? 
12. How do the students respond to the instructional media prepared by the teacher? 
The content of informal interview before the classroom observation: 
1. What is the material of the lesson? 
2. What are instructional media used for teaching learning process? 
3. Why do the teacher use the instructional media to teach that materials? 
4. What are the consideration while utilizing the instructional media for that materials? 
For the informal interview after the observation, the writer confirmed the information which 
occurred during the observation. 
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3.3.3 Document analysis  
The last instrument used in this study was documents. In qualitative research, documents could 
be a one of valuable sources of information (Creswell, 2008). In this study, documents were 
analyzed to give explanation about the preparation that teacher did before utilizing his instructional 
media in classroom and to help the writer know whether the teaching learning process goals were 
accomplished as the teacher’s plan or not in using the instructional media. Furthermore, Creswell 
stated that: 
“Documents represent a good source for text (word) data for a qualitative study. They 
provide the advantage of being in the language and words of the participants, who usually 
given thoughtful attention to them they are also ready for analysis without the necessary 
transcription that is required with observational or interview data”. (Creswell, 2008,  p. 
223) 
In analyzing documents (in this case, teacher’s lesson plans) to measure teacher’s preparation 
in utilizing media, a rubric was used to help the writer to analyze the preparation that was done by 
the teacher. A rubric, according to a definition which was provided by Eberly Center Teaching 
Excellence & Educational Innovation is a scoring tool that provides the performance expectations 
for a work and it usually contains of descriptions about the components that are listed on the work. 
The rubric that was used to measure teacher’s preparation was adapted from two rubrics of lesson 
plan, Alverina University Rubric for Lesson Plan.  This rubric for lesson plan was employed due 
to its complexity and its scoring clarity which is very useful in checking teacher’s preparation 
through lesson plans.  
3.3 Procedure of Study  
In conducting this study, the writer conducted research procedures as follows. 
1. Preparing the Instruments of this Study 
Before conducting the study, the writer designed the instruments used to do this study. 
There were three instruments of this study, observation form, interview questions and 
documents. Observation form was created to help the writer in observing the instructional 
media utilized by the teacher and the form was designed to be employed in three 
observations. 
Interview questions were designed to obtain information from the teacher about how 
teacher prepared the instructional media and how he utilized media in his classroom. This 
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interview questions were employed in semi-structured interview and informal interview. 
The last instrument was documents.. 
Documents in this study were teacher’s lesson plans. The documents were asked from the 
teacher to obtain additional information about the preparation and the utilization of media.  
2. Administering Preliminary Observation 
Preliminary observation was conducted by the writer to the teacher of the elementary 
school, which became site of this study. The writer conducted interview whether or not the 
teacher use media in teaching English to the students. 
3. Administering Pilot Study 
Before conducting the primary study, the writer examined the instruments whether it was 
understandable or not. In this research, the writer administered pilot study. 
4. Administering Primary Study  
Primary study was the actual study that the writer did in the research site. In this stage, the 
writer obtained the information needed to answer the states questions by doing 
observations in three consecutive observations (3 meetings) and interview in the research 
site.  
3.6 Data Analysis 
All of the data collection used in the research were result in different data. Classroom 
observations and documents were result field notes. While one-one-one interview was transcribed 
to be analyzed.  
Those data were analyzed in several steps. Creswell (2012, p. 237) had divided the steps into: 
(1) collecting data, (2) preparing data for analysis, (3) reading through data, (4) coding the data 
and (5) coding the text for description and text for themes to be used in the research report.  
In collecting the data, writer gathered the data from classroom observation, documents of 
participant and one-one-one interview. After collecting the data, those are prepared to be analyzed 
by organizing them into interview data and field note. Then, these data were transcribed.  
The next step after organizing data, writer read the data to get general sense of the data 
(Creswell, 2008: 236). Then, the data were coded to find the theme that capture the major 
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information of the study. In addition, the data were also coded for description to be used in the 
research report.  
After analyzing the data in several steps, those were analyzed by writer. All of the data from 
the observation, documents and interview were organized to answer the research question. 
3.7 Concluding Remarks 
This chapter has presented the design of research methodology of this study. This chapter 
has covered research design, research site and respondent, data collection, reliability and 
validity, procedure of study and data analysis. This study aims to investigate teacher 
preparations in utilizing media and how teacher utilizes instructional media to teach English to 
young learner in his classroom.  
 
